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The Western Movie 
 
1.  Movies as Consensus Narrative 
      The Western genre as a space of discourse 
 
2.  Historical/Cultural Background 
 1) The “real” west: 1860-1890 
 2) Popular culture before film 
 3) Intellectual culture: The Turner Thesis 
 
3.  The Western as Cultural Myth 
 Founding story 
 Dichotomies 
 The divided hero: savior and savage 


